Microsporidia and the Society for Invertebrate Pathology [corrected]: a personal point of view.
In this overview, I trace the history of the study of microsporidia, with special emphasis on the collegial relationships that developed at the international level and were fostered by the establishment of the Society for Insect Pathology, which later became the Society for Invertebrate Pathology. Study of these organisms of invertebrates in the early days seemed to be mere curiosities, but it soon became clear that they were major disease-causing agents in insects, and later even in vertebrates, especially humans with compromised immune systems. Though microsporidia have not proven effective as pesticides, they do play a role in the regulation of insect populations, especially insects such as the gypsy moth, grasshoppers, and occasionally mosquitoes.